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hom  "T_ — 


a. — 


To the Right Honourable 


JOHN. Earl of BRIDGEWATER, 
VISCOUNT BRACKLEY, 


BARON of ELLESMERE, 
Lord Lieutenant of the Counteys of n 
BUCKINGHAM and HER TFORD, 


And one of His Majeſty's Moſt 


Honourable Privy Council. 


My Lord, 


HEN I was fir af 
\\ red to make this 
| prblick , I mer nfblethes 


i wanted, and yet was afrud to entitle 
a to ug =__ Patronage ; but the Know- 


e and Experience I bave of 
jo © — 


—_ I emper, .toge- 
ther with the many eat Obligations 
 &e-nender phy, your — do not 


wy 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


-only-encourage-; but oblige me to take all 
Opportunities of 1ofYying the GE. I 
have of your Favor, and my Gratitude 


10 the World }-\ſo- rhat 1 have 'this to 
plead in excuſe 4s my - >-we-Heor thn 

that even Dury gnd Juſtice required 
this Dedication : For you bave 4 Right 
and Title to all the Reſults of my Stu- 
dics of this Nature, provided = were 
worthy of: your Acceptance, ſeemmg it 
was vo [ord ſhips Fa vor to which I 
at firl ow'd theſe —_ and bappy Oppor- 


tunities of 4 Studious Rerirement. 


bn” nd that which further adds to my 
Obligations is this, that the Remote- 
neſs-of the Place doth not put me | 
the Reach of that Continued Kindnels, 
whoſe Influence, like that of Heaven, 


cbalignges 4 kind of an{biquity. 
Opon 


Upon theſe Accounts, RAN I pre- 
ume to prefix jo'great 4 .\Name 

/ mean re "Mean I call it, _ 
Reſpe® of the Subjeft Matter, but as 
to the mannereof my bandling it. The 
Subject 7s great and worthy, containing 
the Reaſons both of our Religion and 
Loyalty ; and whatever Defeits 1 may 


be otherwiſe guilty of m treating. of them, 
T ſhall yet mos abundant i 
ſation to the World,” in pripomnding (0 
great au Example of both as your Lord- 
ſhip is, to its Imitation. 


The Jews required a Sign, and the 
. Greeks looked after Wiſdom. Thoſe 
Signs iudeed are now ceas'd, nor is this 
an Age of Miracles ; yet, thanks be to 
God,weeEan yet juſily boaſt of ſuch moral 
Miracles (if I may ſo ſpeak) of Religi- 
on and Learning as your Loraſhip may be 
Juſtly counted. My 


My Lord, I fball only add my Pray- 
ers to God, that the King and King- 
dom, that both Church and State may - 


be long happy in your able and faithful 
SnF that Religion«and Learning 


may long enjoy ſo great @ Patron, and 
Allegiance and Loyalty may be long 
encouraged and promoted b ſuch a great 
and eminent Example, and remain, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt du- 
tiful and faithful 


Servant, 
7a. Lowde. 


[2] 


i COR. 1. 23, 24 


But wePreach Cbri Jie Ar the Jews 
a fumbling Bloc to the Greeks = 
obibmeſ7; bus 6 them that are cal- 


led both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the 
Power of God, and the Wiſdome of 
God. 


Here 1s nothing rhat affords us more 

Pjous and more Profitable matter of 
Mcditation, then che Conſideration 

of the Way and Method, by which God firlt 
-defigned, and in due time effefted mans Sal- 
vation ; For hereby we come to the mot 
excellent and moſt uſeful picce of Knowledge, 
that we arg,capable of, that is; to the Know- 
ledge of God and of our (elves, this Method, 
when duly confidered and rightly underſtood, 
being not only the Illuſtration of all the Di- 
vine Attributes of Wi'dome, Juſtice, Power, 
and Goodnels ; but hereby alſo we ſee the 
| B ſhort- 
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ſhortneſs of our own meer humane Appre- 
henfions, when—we-ecentider by what weak 
and tmprobabte means, oy ame gs eſtcem 
ſuch, God has effeted the ſt things, 
that ever' Mcaven axfgnal t:h bore 
Witneſs to, thus giving an undeniable Ar- 

gument ofthe Truth and Divinuy of that Re- 

1on, he then mnſtituted ; Bur eres: 

ot contrivance of Almighty God met not 
with an anfwerable Aekotion jn the World, 
tor both Jews and/ Gamtiles, cith#" out of 
weaknels or wiltulnels, cithor our of ignorance 
or perverſene's were offended at it ; thele two 
ſorts of Men, tho' dittering much among 
themſelves, yet both agreed againſt Chri't and 
his Religion, and thought ita very imprgþa- 
ble thing to reconcile the World to the Cho's 
of Chriſt, and indeed a very' unreaſonable 
thing to oerlwade Mento Worthip a crucified 
Saviour. 

As tor the fews, they were prepollelſed 
with Apprehenfions concerning the Erernity of 
theix Law, and the Splendor of their expeted 
Meſſias, lo that nothing chat was out 


mean and humble, Aid ree with that pom 
pows Scene of thungs which they had ood 


They 


. And therefore for the Fews, who were thus 
accuſtomed, art leaſt in their own thoughts, to 
Pomp and C ; for chem who look'd 
upon-thanſelves as the Children of Abraham, 
and fo Heirs of all the Gloripus Promitles 
made to themy in Seriptare ; for thenito em- 
brace. an humble, perſecuted, and at laſt 
ceveifi'd Saviour, this they thought inconfi- 
ſienc with'their Religion, as Fews, and with 
: And Chriſt as hewas to the Jews a ſlumb- 
ling Block,,; lo was hi to the Greeks, that is, 
Bihey chought themſelves, the learneder 
' part. of the Gentile World, Fooliſbneſs. Now 
EEE IS 
wticicy; of the - 
Das an  Anaeee cx Ifieurion, 
they cxpeſted to have found it full of Philo- 
ſophy, or fone. kind of nice :and;; curious 
Learning, which was in requeſt and- eſteem 
among them, and bing diſappointed Heroin, 
| 2 ; GON» 
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their Scholes: and 


were the two Grand Imp 
- the Goſpel then lay, 


yer. u 


and uſual ſence 


God, in Op 


them , are the general 


courle, 


two things, 


in General, 


it, as not- worthy to enter into 


this account was 


upon 
the Goſpel to the Greeks Fooliſbneſs. 
utations under which 
both from Jews and Gen- 
tiles, to both which the Text is a dire An- 
ſwere, that what ever mean thoughts the Jews 
might entertain concerning the Crucified Je- 
ſus,” and! what ever unworthy a 
ons the Greeks might have of his 
a due Confideration of things, 'to 
thoſe that are called, that is, to thoſe that 
becom2 Chriſtians, for that is the plain and 


Calling 


Theſe 


apprehenhi- 


ine, 


Pp in Scri 
cure, cothoſe who Judge by bans Princi oles 
and ſurer Rules it is the Power of God, in 
poficion to the -Zews, and the Wiſdome of 
poſition to the Gentiles, 
Theſe two Scandals here caſt upon 
and his Religion, together with the reſpe&t- 
ive Anſwers which the - Apoſile here gives to 
paris of the-Texr, 
and ſhall be the Subject of 'my preſent dil 


Chriſt 


Firſtin Anſwer to the Zews I ſhall do theſe 


-2. I ſhall ſhew wiur linle reaſon the Jews 
had to be offended at Chriſt, or his Religion 


2, ] 


5 uM. A Eo. as 


C'5.] 
I ſhall ſhew particular Grounds 
and reaſons upon hich they were offended, 
or 00 and unreaſonableneis of 
r 

1. The Fes had little reaſon to be offen- 
ded at Chriſt or his Religion in general, if we 
conſider, 

rt, The gr-at correſpondency that 1s be- 


twixt the Prophecies of the Law, and' the J8*7 
— of the Goſpel, how _ the Go- aw. 123 
ofthe ts. 
12S which we meet withall in che Old 3i6,a. 
So thar if the Jews had not gi- 7 Pi 1h 
ven henfive to an obſtinate perverſc- Lake 14.7: 


is the fulfilling of thoſe P 


neſs, Moſes himſelf would have lead them to 
Chriſt ; for how exaftly do we find him de- 
ſcribed. the Prophets both as roche manner, 
time, © place * his Birth, and” che moſt 
remarkable Circumſtances of his Life and 
Death; theſe I ſhall nor parcicularly infiſt up- 
w_ as as ſuppoſing them ſufficiently known and 


tha if it be pofible to know a Perſon by 
any. precedent 'Marks and CharaQters that 
may be given of him,then we may be fully afſu- 
red that Chriſt was 'that Meſſcas which was 
of in the Old Teſtament, 'e ark 

we conſider that there were ſome 


he 


. To theſe we may. add the Contideration of 
thoſe hard ſhifts and frivolous Eyafions and 
forced Interpretations, that the Jews make 
uſe of to evade the force of this Argument, 
-  whichtho' ſingly in their own Nature are-no 

©' Proofs, = of the oa. of of the Chriſtian 

_, or fallenefs of the Jewiſb inc in this par- 
ticular, yet, to an Ingenuous and impartial 
, they are additional i- 


| : | lis of that cruth ,. which, before -we. had 


more poſitive Grounds and Reaſons to be. 
lieve. 
,. 2+, The Zews had Intle realon, to be offend- 
ed at our Saviour, if we: confider the concur- 
rence of thoſe Qualifications,which they them- 
{elves required in a.true Prophet, or at leaſt 
in order.c0- his tryal whether he was ſo or no; 
Now the generally receiv'd Qualific: s.of 
this Natyre. mary t. An emincntdegree 
of nf plac agd, Prudence. 2. Of Courage 
al ors 23. .Of. q agus and Piety. 
remarkabl cn, our Saviour, 
malics, pf Menand Devils was richer 
to acknowledge them, ; or notable 5p 
ay 
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any thing material againſt tham. To which 
nia his-Power of Working Miracles,no< 
thing further could berreepuired in order to 
his.being coceiv'd as a true Propher,. ſo that 
if the Jews would: bur either have admitred 
our Saviour to his tryal, in this particulr, 
before they had condemn him or in jutlg- 
ing made uſe of their own Rulcs in ocher ca'es 
of the like Nature, they muſt have acknow- 
AE (0 have been'a trace Prophet © 
Sothar ho had both the Propheſics of the Law, 
and the Principles and Pradticcs of the Fews 
themſcives in the like Caſes in favour of him, 
ifany thing could have prevailed againſt Pre- 
judice and Intereſt ; bur they rezet' him by 2 
Law which they themſelves never ated by 
betore, and which they according to their 
own Principles muſt reſolve ſhall never after 
be drawn into a Precedent, 
- 2+ The Jews had noreafon to be offended 
at Chrift or his Do&rine, if we conſider 
tho many 'excellencies and adva he 
Gotpel had;above the Law, ©- that ever 
it was the Jewi/ſb' boaſted ic elf above other 
Natians of che Gentife World, even in thoſe 
very things .did-the Goſpel much outdo 
them. ' As, | 
' 1. We have under che Goſpel a clearer 
Ma- 
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Manifeſtation of thoſe fundamental Truths, 
which were but obſcurely ſhadowed our under 
the Law, Now are ſhadows turned into Sub- 
ſtances, and Types into Realities ; the Law 
Gn? Miſes, but Grace and Truth by Feſus 

Tit, 

| doubtnot but the more divinely Inſtrudt- 
ed among the Jews did rightly underſtand, 
and plouſly exp a future ſtare of Immorta- 
lity, Ye "cis probable that the Common fort 
amongſt them took'd no furcher then the Let- 
ter of the Law, expefting no other reward of 
their Obedience, then the enjoyment of a Land 
flowing with Milk and Honey, it being the 
great Prerogative of the Goſpel, that ic 
brought - Life and Immortality to Light, that 
is, made a more full and clear diſcovery 
of it. 

2. We have more plentiful effuſion. of the 
Spirit and divine aſſiſtance now under the Go- 
ipel, then ever was known under the Law, 
this was the time of which i was Prophefied, 
that God; would power out his Spirit upon 
all Fleſh, and that all from the higheſt ro the 
loweſt ſhould be wire: :aught of God ; But 
this is not ſo to be underſtood, as ſome of 
our late Enthuſiaſts do interpret ic, as it-we ' 
ſhould now any new —— 

c 


[ 9) 


above or befides the Will of God made known 
fo us in Scri 

But this Prophefie was then fi goally fulfil. 
led, when God powr'd out his $ irit upon 
the Apoſtles on the Boe day of Paxtec 1 thereby 
furniſhing them with Gifts and Graces for the 
planting of his Church and promulging the 
Goſpel, 

And it is alfo this day fulfilled in the 
Hearts of all good Chriſtians, as God by his 
preventing = aſſiſting Grace doth accom- 
pany particular Perſons, and affiſts them to 
Work out their own Salvation with Fear and 
Trembli 

And thus much for the firſt particular, to 
ſhow in general that the Zews had no juſt rea- 
ſon to be offended at Chriſt and his Do- 
arine ; and that it was rather Malice and 

againſt his Rell igion, that it had fo 

—_ Truth and Read on its fide, rather 

than Contempt for the want of either, that mo- 
ved —_— a diſlike of it. 

s -#-ara ſhow the particular Grounds and 

upon which the 7ews were offencd ar 

the Golpd 4. which more eſpecially were thele 

wo. . 

1. They thought the Chriſtian igion not 

fulficiently confirmed with Signs and onders, 

C 2. They 

MM 


—_— 


ROE 

2. They were at the meannels 
of Chriſts Lite and the diſhonour of his 
Death, 

1. They were affended at the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, as ſuppoſing ic not (ufficiently con- 
firnd by Miracles, Verſe 22. The Jews require 
a Sign. 

But in Anſwer to this it will be ſufficient 
only to remind you, that Chriſt did Confirm 
his Do@rine, and the truth of hiz milfion 
with ſufficient Signs and Miracles, beyond the 
poſſibility of any reaſonable Exception, it we 
conſider either the number, or quality or man- 
ner of Performance, or the end and defign of 
them, which was always cither for the nece(- 
ſary Confirmation of his Doftrine, or in Com- 
patbon Jp tg Por pgd Bodigs of Men, never 

© gratifi he Curiofity in others, or; vain Glory 

{tentajion in kr, ; {othat the manger 
of their performance, ſometimes only by a 
word, together with, the end and defign of 
chiem, the promoting; the of, 
Truth and Charity choke (cm to add more 
Diyinity to his Miracles. 

And farther our Sayigur at his !.aving 
the World, did inveſt his Apoſtles with the: 
fame Power of Wiogking, > Ns lotar and 
lo " as Was _—_ popungoting 


k 
: - 
. 
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Church + Which thing alſo is an 
of the, Truth and certainty of 6ur Saviours 
being 4 true Prophet, for that 1 com- 
monly are neither able nor willing to convey 
and communicate that Art to __ which 
they pretend to themſelves, 

This being premis'd, the unreaſonableneſs 
of the Jews requiring ſtill turther Signs, will 
a upon theſe tollowing Accounts, 

ans great frequency of Miracles,tho' 
jc would not deſtroy the Nature of 'em, yet 
wou'd it make them leſs Solemn and Venerable, 
leſs Cogent and Argumencative, and more l1- 
able to the Cavils and Contempt of ill difpo- 
ſed Mcn, for by how much any thing is more 
frequent and uſual, the nearer it comes to 
Common and, Natural, at leaſt in the Appre- 
henfions6f ſome Men, and familiarity even of 
Miracles, as - as of other things, would in 


- time,breed Contempt, 
This walld of give rooHuſt an Occaſion to that * 


which' Improv 
Age allerts he mor impro that there are 
ſuch things as Miracles in the World ; b 
that all things of this Kind are to be relolv' 
into the fixed courſe of Nature, 

In ſhort, it Men ſhould once come to this 2 . 
todefire one Miracle for the Confirmation ofa 


C 2 nother, 


d Atheiſm of our,,— 


* 
—_ 


i 


0 


: 


nother, thus they might run on in nfinitum, 
and end in Sceptiiſaes | 

' 2. The Fews requiring Signs , in that 
manner as they did, was not only laucy 
and im t ; butal(ſo would have been, if 
granted, a Leſſening of char Evidence, which 
otherwiſe our Saviour gave by denying them, 
nothing would fatisfic them ; but Signs ſuit- 
ed to their own Humors and Fancies, they 
muſt have owz Signs trom Heaven, ( tho(c 
they had too) tho' thoſe were more liable 
to Exception, than theſe nearer and more 
palpableSigns,which he more commonly ſhew- 
ed them, 

The Chief Prieſts and Scribes told our Savi- 
our, when he hung upon the Croſs, that if he 
. would come down, that is, ſave himſelf from 
Death, they would believe : Now what an un- 
reaſonable requeſt was this ? they would dil- 
{wade our Saviour from doing that upon 
which theirs and all Mankinds Salvation did 
depend ; but what 1f, upon granting their 
requeſt, they would not yer have been as good 
as their Word ? They could not give our Sa- 
viour any good ſecurity for performance, Yet 
turther, they did hereby indeed and in truth 
contradi& their own pretences, for it he had 
lo come down from the Crols, as to fave _ 

| 


O91 
ſelf from Death, they could not, upon juft 
Grounds, have believed him to be the true Meſ- 


In ſhort, if he had chus gratified them in 
their requeſt, he could not have given them 
that, which was indeed a greater Sign than 
that which thzy demanded, that is, the ray- 
ſing himſelf from the dead, thus could he not 
have beea true to his own Word, whereby he 
promiſed to give them the Sign of the Prophet 
Jongs, Mat. 12. 38. 

3- Suppoſing, what yet we canno* rea- 
fonab'y Suppole, that the Fews who liv'd at 
the Writing of this Epiſtle, had nor been Eye- 
Witnetles of feveral Miracles done by the A- 
po'tles in their Days, yet they had a conſtant. 
univerial, and undoubted Tradition of thele 
things delivered down to them from the for- 
mer Age, and they who will not believe ſuch 
"a Tradition as this, that is, when they have 
all chz Evidence that a thing of that nature 1s 
_ of, neither would they believe bur 
either find or make ſome Occaſion of cavilling 
at that which they ſaw done before their Eycs. 
Our Saviour prefers the Faith of thoſe who be- 
-lieve and yet have not ſeen, before thoſe who 
have, and it is not to bz: ſuppoſed that he 
would commend a Groundlefs Faith or vain 
credu- 
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credulity if we ſhould believe nothing now bur 
what we ſaw, this would deſtroy the end and 
ule of all Hiſtory, and needleſsly rake up the 
greateſt part of the time of one Age to att over 
again the things of another. | 

Thus much in Anſwer to the firſt Offence 
that the Jews took at the Golpel,. that they 
thought ir not ſufficiently confirm'd by Mira- 
cles, bur ſtill requird a Szgn. 

2. The 7ews were offended at the meanneſs 
of Chriſts Life, and the Diſhonour of his 
Death. 

In Anſwer to this in general : Chriſts a 
pearance in the World, together with all the 
Circumſtances of it, according to a- true eſtj- 
mate of things, was as far above any thing 
that was mean and Vulgar, as it was below 
that Phantaſtick Pomp and Splendor which 
the Fews unreaſonably expetted, here I might 
Inſtance in thatGloriousQuire of Angels which 
firſt uſher'd him into the World, and that ex- 
craordinary Star that direGed the Wiſe Men 
ro the place of his refidence, both which ſpoke 
him to be no common or ordinary Perſon;thoſe 
ſeveral Atteſtations of the Divine Love and 
Approbation from Heaven, and the forc'd ac- 
knowledgment that theDevils them(clves made 
of him, his Transfiguration in the Mount, and 
Alcention 


th _ Ss the... dh... ts pct. cret a... Mt 


Mi. a "or _ l 


moſt powerful Example of an Holy Lite. 
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tion into Heaven, all thele ſpoke him t6 be 
more than Man, by all which and ſeveral other 
Inftances of his Power, this Sun of Righteoul- 
nels, tho' clouded in the Vailes of Fleſh, by 
ſuch Vigorous Eradiations gave undeniable 
Teſtimonies to the World of his Divinity. 

But more particularly the way and Method 
of Chriſts appearance in the World, was the 
moſt proper and effeftual means to prove him- 
ſelf ro be, what indeed he was, the Power of 
God. And this will appear upon thele follow- 
ing Accounts, 

. The way wherein Chriſt appeared in the 
World was the moſt proper means tor the ac- 
compliſhment of thoſe _ » for which he 
came into it; which were, 1, Tooficr him- 
ſelf a Sacrifice for Sin, and fo i reconcile Man 
to his offended Father. 2. To leave us the 


Now in order to the firſt, he became Man, 
that ſo he might put himſelf into a Capacity 
of dying for us, and in order tothe ſecond, 
he choſe this mean Condition, thereby to make 
his Vertues and Graces appear more eminent- 
ly Divine, thus 2) his Example encouraging 
Fo” aire Ar more weighty and 

ECheiſtianiry, Humuilicy, Pa- 


tience and Self enial, 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt very well knewthat the whole Malice 
of Men and Devils would be vigorouſly em- 
ployed to traduce his Aﬀtions and ſcandalize 
his Religion, he therefore choſe this Valley of 
a meaner Fortune, wherein he might, if poſ- 
ſible, not only be fafe from ; but from whence 
allo he might more cafily repel them, 

It he had appeared in the Pomp and Glo- 
rys of an Earthly Kingdome, and fo prevai- 
[«d upon the eafie World, then had he wanted 
that Argument of Divinity, which now his 
Religion hath, that is, a prevailing over all 
JT” without the help of any outward 
Alfiſtance, 

(&; Befides it would have been counted Policy 
rather than Devotion, that joyn'd Men Proſy- 
litesto a flowriſhing Religion. 

But now theStricktneſs of our Saviour's Pre- 
cepts, the ſeverity of his Diſcipline, the great 
contrariety his Dodrine bore to the corru 
Cuſtoms and Vicious Inclinations of t 
World, all theſe ſhow that it was nothing leſs 
than a Divine Power accompanying it, that 
made it ſucceſsful. 

2. Chriſt thus ſhowed himſelf to be the 
power of God,becauſc he hath donethat which 
nothing but the Power of God'could do, As, * 


: 2 | 1, He 


[ 17 3 

t. He hath deſtroyed the Kingdome of Sa- 
tan without us. 2. He has ſubdued our wick- 
ed Luſts and Corruptions within us. 

1. He has deſtroyed the Kingdome of Sa- 
ran without us ; this the Phariſyes themſelves 
acknowledge that he caſt our Devils ; but then, 
they fay, it was by Belzebub, the Prince of che 
Devils, 

But Chriſt did very ſolidly and rationally 
confute the Weakneſs and Sillinels of this fur- 
mize, 

A Kingdome, fays he, divided againſt it 
ſelf is brought to Deſolation, and an Hou'e or 
City divided againſt it {clf cannot ſtand, and 
if Satan be divided againſt himſelf, how ſhall 
his Kingdome ſtand? For h- that can believe 
that the Devil ſhould affiſt him, whoſe great 
end and defign was no other, but only to de- 
ſtroy Sin and Wickedneſs, and ro encourage 
and promote Vertue and Piery in the World, 
fuch an one may by the ſame Reaſon believe 
and aſſert any thing. 

Chriſt came into the World to diſſolve the 
Works of the Devil, and to reſtore things to 
the State wherein they were before: for God 
might have ſeem'd fruſtrated in his End and 
Deſign in creating Man, if that Method of his 
Providence firſt —_ for Mans — 
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if x had been fo utterly, broken, . beyond the 
poſlibility of all pat =o but. now Chriſt 
hath given the Devil and all the Powers of 
Darkneſs to underſtand, that he is able to 
produce Light out of Darkne(s and Order out 
of Contufion ; thus hath God reſtored roan a 
ain to a oſfibility of Salvation, notwich- 
-ding all the former attempts and preſent 
_ of the Devil to the contrary. 
- 2. Chriſt by the Golpel has. fubdued our 
wicked Luſts and Aﬀettions within us, and 
this was mare then cicher the Zeriſh Sacrifices 
of themſelves, or the imperte& Rules. of the 
Gentile Philoſophy was cves able to pertorm : 
He has not only himſelt overcome the Dev, 
but alſo enables every true Chriſtian ro do the 
lame, this he do. h by che: alfiſtance. of his Holy 
Spirit, whereby we become more they Con- 
ucrors aver all T lons. Thus Chriſt 
:hac once inſtruft and firengthen us, 'he 
reaches us what to do, and enables us ro do 
what he teaches, precepts tho! never ſo cxce- 
lent, yet it they be unpraQticable, are. alto- 
= void. and to no purpoſe ; but this is 
jams Priviledge of the Goſpel, that ic 
les us tor partorm that Obedience which it 
requires of us : bus 3 1s 10, the Power of God 
unto Salvation; that is, a Mathed every = 
Ul 
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. from the other. And ſuppoſing 


ſufficient in ics own Nature for that purpoſe ; 
but then this is not fo to be underſtood, as if 
there was nothing left to be done by us, for 
Chriſt has not fo cftefted Mans Salvation, that 
nothing now remains for -us to do, but idely 
ro expe it; the Grace of God indeed. bas 
brought Salvation ; but then it is by teachinp 
us to deny all Ungodlineſs and Worldly Lufts, 
which ſuppoſes our willingnels and our en- 
deavours t00 to learn, Thus the manner -of 
Chriſts appearance in the World could give no 
juſt Occafion of Offence to the Jews, ic being 
the moſt means to effect thoſe great and 
worthy endsof his coming, and to prove him- 
ſelt ro be the power of God. 

And as for Chriſts Death, if ic was no diCſ 
honour for him to be born, neither was it any 
to die ; for the'one ſeems naturally to follow 
the Perion 
ſuffering to be Innocent, as Chriſt certainly 
was, the manner of his Death cannot rette&t 
any thing of rea] diſhonour him, ſo that 


upon 
all chat can be gathered from Chriſts Cruci- 
fixion 13/ only this, his greater love to us, and 
the Jews their greater malice;and cruelty tg 
hi | 


im, | 
[And turther, the Cixcumitances that atten- 
ded his Death fpoke him to be azvre chen 2 
D 2 COm- 
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common and ordinary Perſon ; then was the 
Sun darkened, the Graves open'd, the Vail of 
the Temple Rent, and ſuch general Convulfi- 
ons of Nature every where appear'd, that it 
cau'ed a Philoſopher thusto argue, either that 
Nature it felf was diſſolv'd, or that the God of 
Nature juffer d. 

2. The Death of Chriſt could give no juſt 
Occaſion of Offence to the Fews, 1t we conſi- 
der the honorary conſequences of it, for by 
this was afforded the greateſt matter of Tri- 
umph to the Chriſtian cauſe imaginable; for 
if Chriſt had not dycd he could not have riſen 
again, and it wasa greater Argument of his 
Power to raiſe himſelf from Death, then it 
wou!d have been to have kept himſclt from 
dying. | 

Thus the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt was the 
greateſt Evidence of the Divinity of his Pcr« 
ſon and the Truth of his DoQrine. 

And thus much as to the firlt general part. 
of my Text in Anſwer to thoſe Offences, which 
the Jews took, at Chriſt and his Religion. 

2. The ſecond Scandal here caſt upon the 
Goſpel by the Greeks, was the Imputation of- 
folly, And to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs. 

Herel ſhall likewiſe vindicatetheGoſpel from 
this Aſperſion, by fpeaking to theſe two par- 

ticulars, 1. 1 
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x. 1 ſhall how what little nag _ 
had to impure Foolifbneſs co the Chriſtian 
&rine, Gen this Fargo tranſcend the 
Religion of the Gentiles in the truth, and cer- 
tainly of its Principles. 

2, | ſhall ſhow the Wiſdome and Prudence 
of the Chriſtian Praiſe, 

The firſt of theſe ſhows the Improperneſs of 
the Objetion as made by them, the other the 
falſenc(s of it in it ſelf, The firſt ſhows how unfic 
it was tO be objected by the Greeks, the other 
how impoſlible it is to be defended by any;and 
bottrrogether, I hope, will ſufficiently vindi- 
cate the Goſpel from the leaſt Imputation of 
folly. 

4 I ſhall ſhow the reaſonablenefs of the 
Chriſtian Dodrine, in Compariſon of that of 
the Gentiles, 

. 1, Asit isa practical Inſtitution or a Do- 
arine of Morality, fo the very Heathens could 
not bur teſtifie their profound Veneration for 
It; all that their wit and malice could obje&t 
againſt it in this particular being only chat, 
which was indeed a tacit acknowledgment 
of its Excellence, viz, that it requir'd greater 
degrees of Holineſs then was conſiſtent with Hu- 
mane nature,and that it put its Profeſſors upon 
endeavours after unattainable Meaſures of Pu. 
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rity 20d Picty,, And as to the Myſtical 
of our Religion; what is there in it that 
not become the folemn and venerable Nature 
of a divinely reveal'd Religion ? Indeed if we 
mult rez<& every thing as falſe and fooliſh, be- 

— cauſe inexplicable and incomprehenſible, as 

; Pivin to the modes, then muſt we bid adieuto our 

Natural, as well as our Chriſtian Religion. 

But the great matter of oftence to the Greeks 

was Chriſt Crucified, God and, Man joyned 'in 
one Perſon, and ſuffering tor the Expiation 
of Sin, God manifeſted in the Fleſh is certain» 
ly a great Myſtery, 1o alſo is the-Union-of the 

Soul and Bady a thing altogether Incxpli- 

cable. rt 

As for his dying as a Sacrifice for Sin, "tis 
certain that Humane Sacrifices were frequently 
tis'd among the Heathens and lJook'd upon 

y lome as cxpiatary. | 

I ſhall not here enquire into the firſt Ground 

and Original of thoſe Sacrifices among them 

anly ſhall Icave jt to Conſideration, how far 
theſe thu” Wicked and Barbarous in them, yet 
might, in the Methods of Divine Providence, 
b= iuffered among the Gentiles, thereby to pre- 
pare their minds, facilitate their Conceptions, 
and in que time to conyince them - of the 
unreaſonablenels of Chriſt's Crucihxion ts 
rne 
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the Expiation, Ls. -, But, more. partic 
larly, | Sk 
Than became 2 Cheiſtian whileſt he is 
: | anſwering the Scandals caſt upon his Religion, 
, | unjuſtly to cecriminate and load. his Adverſa- 
rics with falſe Impurations ; the generous and 
+ | vertuons Temper of Chriftianity, as it needs 
not, fo it ſcorns to build irs Reputation upon 
the Ruine of other Mens, ;; Therefore 1 do not 
here go about to charge the Heathens, in gene; 
| ral with that ſtupidand groſf:{t fort of Idola- 
1 try, which ſome are too apt to do, as if they 
5 own'd no higherObjcdt of their Adoration,then 
| tharofthe Sun or the Soul of the World, and 
| thatall their Worſhip did not ſuppoſe the be- 
| liefof any higher Deity. 

] humbly conceive we have neither Reafon 
nax Scripture in fivour of this Afſertion, but 
mud} of both-to the contrary, - 

But tho'l go not thus far in my Charge a- 
gainſt the Gentiles 1n general, yet this I may 
tculy (ay, That their Notions of God. and of the 
Divine Nature come very much ſhort. of thoſe 
which Chriſtianity affords us, both in reſpe& 
of truthand certainty, But however true in 

| ſomerech their Notions of God might be 
| ig, the Zheary, ye their Religian,as a Dodrine 
| af Worlhip, was very falſe and Idolatrous, and 
tho' 
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tho' they did know God, yet they did not Worſhip 
him as God. 

Thus all or moſt of their Religious Rites of 
Worſhip were but ſo many various Modes of 
Idolatry, and ſometimes they became wicked 
in Imitation even of thoſe Gods, whom they 
worſhipp'd ; and _ this account, others 
ſometimes, as they thought, out of a Principle 
of Devotion and Religion became Atheiſts, 
choofing rather to believe there were no Gods 
at all, rather then think them ſuch, as ſome 
Men had repreſented them. 

But now Chriſtianity corre&s the falſeneſs 
of theſe miſtakes, and teaches us ro Worſhip 
the true God in a true manner, God did nor 
require the Blood of Bulls and Goats in the 
Fewiſb Sacrifices for their own ſakes, nor did 
he at all require the bloody and wicked Sacri- 
fices of the Gentiles, the Goſpel teacheth us 
that a broken and contrite Spirit 1s the true 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, that we muſt offer our Souls 
and Bodies an =" living Sacrifice, accepta- 
ble unto God, not by any Bncdreras Cruelties 
exercis'd upon either ; but they are to be of- 
tered unto God in a way of Purity and Holy- 
neſs, 

Secondly, Chriſtianity doth not only corre 


the falſe; but alſo improves thoſe better and 
| truer 
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truer Notions; which the Geatiles had,to higher 
Degrees of Perfe&tion and Clearne(s, then they 
were ever ablero dos 

t. The Greeks had ſome Notions of the be- 
ing of God,* and che Immortality of che Soul; 
buc then they were very much miſtaken mthe 
Nature of the Deity, and their belief of a fu- 
rure State was joyn'd with a great deal of doubt 
and uncertainty, it was only the Goſpel that 
pertetly acquainted us with the one, and tul- 
ly afſurd us of the other. They had indeed 
lufficienc Grounds to believe both ; but yet 
they came as far ſhort ofthe Strength and Evi- 
dence of thoſe Arguments which the Gofpel at- 
fords us, as realon com<cs ſhort of Revela- 
tion. +» 
Not but that Chriſtians may alſo make a ve- 
ry good ule of thoſe Arguments which Reaſon 
and. Philo{opby afford us, for it much ftreng- 
thens our Faith. in the beliet of choſe chings 
declar'd in Scripture when we find the fame 
alſo confirmed by reaſon, tho' Reaſon alone 
had! been herein, but a weak and inſufficient 

Ground of Faiths. / 
Socrates, whoryer dicd as it were'# Martyr 
© his: Natundl Religion; 'argued! yery- well; 
when he came to die, of a future State{/iyet 
It was With fuch a Degree of uncertainty, as 
E Chri- 
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Chriſtianity would have quite removed in the 
gi Ciecumftances, /- - *' 
. The Greeks had ſome Notions of the 

thing thoy not of the Name and Nature of O- 
” Triginal Sin, that 1s, they did acknowledg an 
Univerſal depravarion of Nature; but then as 
to the cauſe and head of ir, chat was as un- 
known to them, as that of Nilws, they though 

it rather from the beginning ellcntial ro % 
Natures, rather then any ways afterwards con- 
tracted, thy looked upon it indeed as their 
Miſery bur in their fault ; And being thus 
Ignorant of the Canſe, they were as far to ſeek 
tor the Remedy, the beſt and higheſt means 
that they ever uſed, in order thereunto, being 
only the imperte&t Rules of Art and Philo- 
jophy. 

Bur now Chriſtianity, as it ſhows us the 
true Caulc of it-in Adam, fo doth it provide 
a ſufficient means for the removal of i it, viz, the 
blood of Chriſt, and the Grace of the Go- 
ipel. | 


» The Greeks were conſcious to themſelves 
of neceſſity of a Divine Revelation, as may 
appear from that high eſtcem and conſtant r&- 


courſe they had to the Oracles, their pretended 
Deities, 


But 
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But then they were ſo far from being bette- 
red by theſe, that this ſeemed the very Maſter- 
piece of the Devils malice and ſubtlety, thus 
ro enaft Wickedne(s by a Law, and to give it 
the Stamp of Divine Revelation, 

But now God in theſe laſt days bath ſpoken 
to us by bis Son, by whom he hat": fully and 
clearly revealed his Will co Mankind, thus 
have we the true Oracles of God commirted to 
% us, not with an intent to deceive us, but to 
{ guide us in the undoubted ways to Happi- 
nels. 

4- The Gentiles had ſome Notions of the 
pacabiliry of the Deity, this all their Sacrifi- 
ces did ——_— imply, and indeed Mercy 
and Goodneſs ſeems in the firſt place co 
offer it ſelf in that Notion of a Deity, which 
is Naturally Imprinted on | the Minds of 


Men, 


Meritis venia eft indebits Noſtris, 
Ovid. 


na tamen Spe: eft in bonit ate Dei. — 


But then Sin and Guile being naturally F. 
of Fears and Jealouſies, tho* perhaps we might 
have ſome glimmering hopes of Pardon,which 
yet could not befixt upon any good Ground 
or firm Foundation, yet we could never have 

E 2 arrt- 
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arriv'd at that full affurance, which the "Go. 
ſpel hath now given us : God having thus pro- 
vided ſufficient Anfwers to all thoſe doubrs 
and fears, with either the Malice of the Devil, 
or our own guilty Conſciences can pofſibly 
ſuggeſt : So that we have now alt the affurance 
of Gods being reconcil'd with us, upon the 
Terms propounded in the Goſpel, that 
ether God can give, or Man reaſonably re. 
quire, 

But furcher, ſuppoſe that it had been know- 
ab'e by the Light of Nature, that God, upon 
our ing Mercy would have pardoned our 
Sins; Yer we could never have any Rea{on ro 
believe, that he would conter on'us fuch high 
Degrees of Happine(s, as now we are affur'd 
of, without a particular Revelapion, 

And'thus much for the” firſt thing, to ſhow 
what little Reaſon the Greeks had to impure 
ny to the: Geſpel, as. to its Princi- 

CS, =—_Yy OTOL | 
" incl ſhall now ſhow the Wiſdome and Pru- 
dence of the Chriſtian Pradtice, and. that y 
theſt two ' Accounts, 1.. As. the. Chriſtian 


PraQite doth the beft” ſecure our Temporal . 
Happineſs here, '"2; Oar: Erernal Happinebs 


Os” 


hereafter, * * 
[th 1. As 
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+ As it beſt ſecures our Temporal Happi- 
neſs here, and that in general by ceaching us 
co a@ according to thoſe two grand Principles. 
of a Chriſtian Lite Prudence and Innocence : 
The one teacheth us to do no hurt our elves, 
the other, as far as lawfully we can, co avoid 
the receiving it from others, however it our 
Prudence cannot ſecure us from Injuries a- 
broad, yer our innocence will give us the la- 
tisfation of a quiet mind at hom», fo that 
whatever Miſerics befall us, whilſt we thus act 
we have this comfor: within our ſelves, that as 
far as Humane Frailty would permic,we neither 
by our unadvis'd Folly,nor wilful Wickedn:1s 
incurr'd the Miſcry. 

Thus are we taught by the Goſpel, tro be 
Wilt as Szrpents and Innocent as Doves, no: 
co fuffer as Fools, nor live Apoſtates, nor 


' wholly to negle& our own {clt-Prelervation, 


yer nor fo to regard it, asto forfeit our Reli- 


gion, It reaches us in all Emergencics of 


Life,co a&t fo, as becomes Men, and as becomes 


Chriſtians, and. ſo to avoid- the lgages 


both of Wicked and unreaſonable Men, But more 
particularly.. | | 
” Whatever | is truly. defirabſe . hore. in this 


Worlt, may bereducid ro ſome of thels four” 


Heads ;* Health, Riches, Honour, or Pleaſure: 
\ Now 


” 
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Now all theſe are aicrib'd to W; = that is, 
Religion. 2 Prov. 16. 17. D 
15 my 6 Rigtt-Hand, and Gn ber Te Bu, 
and Honour. Her ways are ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Peace. 

rt. Health, this is put in the firſt place, as 
being the Foundation of all the reft, Ic was 
Sin chat firt brought Death and Diſeaſes in- 
roche World, and it is that which ſtill conti- 
nues and promotes them : thus the debauch'd 
and Luxurious Man does not only Sin againſt 
his Soul , but his Body too : and even thoſe 
more retir'd and ſecret Sins of Envy, Malice 
and Hatred theſe prey upon the vital Spi- 
rits, and ſtrangely diſcompoſe the Natural 
Temper andDiſpofition of Mens Bodies, where- 
as on the contrary, the calm, even, Chriſti- 
an Temper of Mind, together with the Obſer 
vance of thoſe Evangelical Precepts of Mode- 
ration, Temperance and Chaſtity, do moſt na- 
curally preſerve Men in Health, and cither pre- 
vent or cure moſt Diſcaſcs. 

So that our Saviour "Yy his Sovercign Pre- 
cepts did not only ſhow himſelf a Phyſician of 
the Soul , but Body too. 

2. Riches, this perhaps may be counted a 
great Parodox by ſome, to fay that Juſtice and 
Honeſty,and an univerfall Pradiſe of Chriſtia- 
nity, 


- CY 
nity, ſhould tend ro make Men Rich, whereas 
'tis more yeneally believ'd, that Hipocrily and 
Diſſimulacion, Violence and Oppreiſion, and 
an Univerſal negle& of Religion and Conſci- 
ence, that thoſ* are the more proper mans to 
raiſe an Eſtate : bur when things are rightly 
conſider d , we thall find that the Chriſtian 
Practiſe doth really rend ro make Men Rich, 
and that both upon a Natural and a Moral Ac- 
count. 1, Upon a Natural Account, both as 
it frees Men from choſe many Expenſive Luſts 
and Vices, as Pride, Vain-Glory, Ambition, 
and the like, which cannot b: maintained, but 
at a great Charge, yea, ſometimes to the Ru- 
ine of that Eſtate that bred them, and a!ſo as 
-jc engages Men toan Honeſt Induftry in their 
ſeveral Places and Callings, which is the moſt 
Proper and NaturalMeans of railing a greatand 
. good Eſtate, 2, Upon a Moral or Divine 
. Account asthe Ble(ling of God doth Accom- 
* pany Honeſty and uprighc dealing. 1 Tim. 4. 
$. But Godlineſs. is Profitable unto all things; 
having the Promiſe of the Life, that now is, and 
that which is to come. Thus tho' it be the fu- 
cure State, wherein Godline's, this Sun of 
Righteouſneſs doth _ 5. greateſt Luſtre, 
yet doth it alſo vouchſate to enlighten this low- 
& World, with its Golden Rays, with the Pro- 
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miſes of this Life as well as of another Life, 

3- Honour, Romans 6. 21. What Profit had 
you of thoſe things, whereof you are now aſhantd, 
For Sin 1s both in itz own Nature, and in its 
Conſequences Shameſul : Whereas Vertue and 
true Goodnels is always honour'd and eſtce- 
med even by thoſe, who otherwife have no 
great Love or Value for them, and tho' there 
be a fort of Men in the World, who look upon 
Religion as a Mean deſpicable thing, not wor- 
thy of a Man of Honouras they call him ; Men, 
who Glory in their Shame, and count it a piece 
of Galancry of Spirit to Sin with an high hand, 
in defiance of God and of their own Conſci- 
ence, ye thanks be to God, theſe men-tho' 
more in this Age then ever, yet are but few in 
number in Compariſon of thoſe other more ex- 
cellcnt Perſons, who both ſcorn and. picry. ſuch 
horrid folly, - And as for theſe Men, who 
thus ſcem to pride themſelves in their own de- 
baucheries, yet we have reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
they are not in-Earneſt, when they thus ſpeak 
that they do not really and: indeed believe Sin 
to be fo Honourable'a thing as they pretend, 
and that firſt, becauſe they then. oply. Glory 
moſt in their Wickedneſs, when they ar® 1; 
Company like themlelves, if there be any grave, 
Religious Perlons.in preſence, they/then:com» 
mon= 
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monly are more Modeſt, and feem Naturally 
ro ſhow a kind of awful Veneration toward: 
ſuch Men. 

2+ When theſe Men would really and to 
purpoſe revile a Man, they do not then re- 
proach him with his Vertues , but either with 
ſome real or pretended Vice and Wickednels; 
thus the Devil himlelf could no: caſt any Re- 

roach or Scandal upon upright Fob, as ſuch, 
but he muſt be firſt falſely repreſented and un- 
juſtly accuſed of Hypocrifie CDoth Job ſerve God 
fir nought) b<tore any thing of Reproach or 
Scandal could be fixt upon him. 

4. The Chriſtian Pradtice dot the beſt fe. 
cure our Pleaſure and Satisfa&ion here in this 
World, fo that Religion is no ſuch lower Me- 
lancholy diſconfolate thing, as ſome Men re- 
preſent 1:, God doth not envy Men the Enyjoy- 
. ment of juſt Pleaſures and Recrzations, fo far 
as they are Virtuous and Innocent, and when 
they ccaſe to be ſuch, they ceaſe to be Pleaſures, 
[ruly fo call d ; but they are then only che Plea- 
tures of mad Men, conſiſting only 1n a fanta- 
ſtiok Imagination, or the Plcaſures of Fools, 
by which they purchaſe co themlelves infinice 
and unſp:akable Pains and Miſcries. And as 
tor thoſe Troubles of Conſcience and Sorrows 
of Repentance, which ſome Men are ſo much 
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offended at in Religion ; thele it rightly con 
fider'd are not truly chargeable upon Re- 
ligion, but upon the Violation of its Laws 
and breach of its Commands : Nor are the 
Tears of Repentance fo bitter, as ſome 
imagine, for the true Penitent weeps, and 
at the ſame time rezoyces that he doth (o, his 
ſorrow is kindly and Ingenuous, and has al- 
ways this Satistaftion going along with it, that 
by chis means he is reconciling himſelt to his 
offended Father, So that Religion in the juſt 
Practice of 1's Precepts, and due Oblervance 
of its Laws, is cercainly the molt ch:artul plca- 
{ant thing in the World. 

And thus much for the firſt particular, that 
the Chriſtian Practice doth che beſt lecure our 
prelent appine's here, | 

2. Ic beitſecures our Ererral Fappineſs 
hereafter, by teaching us to Ac in conturmity 
to our own Principles, and by affuring us that 
by Holyneſs here we ſhall certainly arrive at 
Happine s hercafcer, 

tor the Divine Providence 1n the very Or- 
der of Nature, and the firſt Conſtitution of 
things, has fo vrd-r'd Afﬀairs, that there is a 
Natural and Neczllary Connexion berwixt Sin 
and Mitery, and betwixt Holineſs and Happi- 
nels; This che very Heathens wer* fenfible of, 
that Holyneſs did cither cntitle a Man to Fappi- 


nels, 
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neſs, or at leaſt to a Freedome from Milery ; 
So that if an Holy Man at laſt prove Miſerable, 
with Reverence be it ſpoken, he may fay that 
it was God that made him fo, which we may 
aſſure our ſelves he never did, nor will make 
any ſo without their own faulr. So that we 
mult either grant, That Holyneſs will at laſt 
bring a Man to Happineſs, or elſe affert wha 
is impious to ſuppole, That God ever fince his 
firſt Creation of Man made it his whole bufi- 
neſs to deceive him, both by thole firſt Imprel- 
fions made upon his Soul, and by his after Re- 
velations, Bur this is ſo unworthy of God and 
contrary to all his Attributes, that it can never 
enter into the thoughts of any ſober or confi- 
derate Man to Imagine. 
Thus have I done with the two general Parts 
of the Text, wherein I have endeavoured to 
rove, what the Apoſtle here aſſerts Chriſt to 
bs that is, the Power of God in Oppoſition to 
the Zews, and the Wiſdome of God in Oppoſition 
to the Gentiles. 
And now I hope I ſhall not need to make 
any Apology for a Diſcourſe of this Nature, 


or Meditations upon ſuch Subjetts as theſe are 


not Matters of mere Speculation only, nar are 

they antiquated now by the diſtance of time 

from that of the Apoſiles 5s are even ſtill of 
2 


great 
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great Concernment to the preſent State of Re- 
ligion, 

Tis true indeed that we have not now Jews 
and Gentiles to deal withal, as the Apoſtles had, 
but yer we have as inveterate Enemies againſt 
Religion in general,and the Proteſtant Religion, 
as now by Law cſtabliſhed 1n particular,as the 
Fews an1 Gentiles were againſt the Chriſtians, 
And ir 1s obſervable, that fo malictouſly are 
they ſet againſt us and our Religion, that they 
carenot from whence they fetch their Weapons 
and Arguments, whether from Jew or Gentile 
or Hell ir ſelf, provided only they can by any 
means annoy us,or get any advantage Over us, 
And ſomctimes they make uſe of the ſame Ar- 
guments, or the ſame a little variouſly modi. 
ty'd, which the Zews and Gemtiles did againſt 
che Chriſtians, 

Ic is therefore our great Duty and Intereſt 
rightly to underſtand the Grounds and Rea- 
{ons of our own Religion, as alſo the Nature 
and Force of our Adverfarics Arguments, and 
the Various Ways and Mcthods by which they 
make the1r attempts upon us. 

This if we rightly Fo, we ſhall not only ' 
thereby barely defend our ſelves ; but alfo 
with Advantage and Reputation to our Religt- 
on repell our Adverfarics; for I am apt - be- 
1eVE 
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lieve that the Chriſtian Cauſe got more Advan« 


tige by tho'e folid Vindications and thoſe ra- 
tional Apologies, which the Apoſtles and Pri- 
mitive Fathers made for ir, then ic ſufter'd by 
the Force or Malice of the Oppoſicion, Occaft- 
on being thus given it by anſwering the Ob- 
jeRions, to exert its own Strength, and to 
bring forth and ſhow the inexhauſted Trea- 
fure; of its own Truch. Whereas on the con- 
trary, there is nothing wherein a good Cauſe 
can pofſibly be 1njur'd, bur only by a weak 
defence. 

I ſhall now only make ſome thort practical 
Obſcrvations from a more general review of the 
Words, and fo conclude, But we Preach Chriſt 
Crucified, &c., 

Hence we may obſerve the great Duty and 
Office of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, to Preach 
Chriſt Crucified, that is, to declare the whole 
Will of God to Man, as it is plainly and clear- 
ly laid down in Scripture, without any Tin» 
ure of our own private Humors, Intereſts or 
Inclinations,nor muſt we arreſt Scripture in fa- 
vour of any Party or Faftion, but muſt. with 
the greateſt fincerity and imparciallity ſtudy 
co find out the true Sen of Scripture, not to ' 
make a new one of our own, 


We 


[ 38 ] 

We muſt Preach not only the more eafie and 
pleafing, but alſo the more difficult Duties 
of Chriſtianity, Chriſt Crucified, that is, the 
Dodrine of Mortification, of Paſſive as well 
as Aﬀtive Obedicnce, G&c. But more parti- 
cularly, 

We much Preach Chriſt Crucified in Oppo- || * 
fiction to three ſors of Men 1n the World, 1. 
Thoſe of the Church of Rome, 2. Some later || | 
Enthuſiaſts of our own, 3. The prophane and || 
Atheiſtically inclin'd Perſons of the Age, I 3 / 
ſhall not conſider theſe in their utmoſt latitude, 
for this would bs too remote from our preſent 
purpoſe; but only fo far as they ſeem offend- 
ed at the Goſpel upon the ſame or like Ac- 
counts that the Jews and Gentiles were here 
againſt Chriſt Crucified ; fo far only as they 
alſo in their ſeveral ways look upon the Croſs 
of Chriſt, either as a Stumbling Block, with the 
Jews, or as Fooliſbneſs with the Gentiles, | 

1. In Oppoſition to tho'e of the. Church of | 
Rome , But this perhaps will ſeem a great Para» | 
dox to ſome, to fay | of any of that Church ' 
ſhould be offended at the Crofs of Chriſt, thoſe 
who pay ſomuch Honour and Veneration to it, 
thoſe who inſticute whole Orders of Men inHo- 
nour to the Name and in Imitation of the hum- 
ble and Crucified Jeſus, to ſay that theſe are 
of- 


ad AS a 2A 


By <8 OR 


+ —_— 


+ 
by 


” _ ww aa 


«HED ets Wn 


[ 39 ] 


offended at the Croſs of Chriſt, this perhaps may 
be thought as great a ſcandal caſt upon them, 
as thoſe which were caſt either by Few or Gen- 
tile upon Chriſt Crucifie. 

But yet we know 'tis poſſible to betray Chriſt 
by that Kiſs, by which it 1s pretended to Ho- 
nour him. 

But it is not the Croſs of Chriſt in this ſenle, 
that thoſe men are offended at ; bur it is the 
Humble and Peaccable Dodrines of the Cruci- 

fied Jeſus, thoſe Commands of his which do 
not {o well agree with their Intereſts or Incli- 
nations : The Doftrines of Loyalry and Paf- 
ſive Obedience, of Truth, Sincerity, and 0- 
pen Profeſſion of Faith, tho with the hazard 
of Life, theſe and ſuch like are the Do@rine; of 
Chrit, which thele men are offended ar, 

And thele Romaniſts like the Jews, ſe:m to 
be oftended at chat mean Appearance tha: 
Chriſt and his Dodtrine makes in the World, 
that is, that it is not ſo exactly ſuited ro 
maintain and bear up that Pomp, Grandeur, 
and Intercſt, which that Church has unreaſo- 
nab'y raiſed it felt unto, upon the Ruines of 
Truth, and Corruption of thoſe humble and 
peaccable Dodtrines of Chriſt Crucified. 

And it might cafily be made appear, how 
mot of the Roman Dodtrines, thoſe, 1 mean, 


wherein 
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whercin they differ from the Church of Eng. 
land, as thole of Depoſi ng Princes and ab. 
lolving Subjedts from their Ob:dience, of Pur- 
gatory, and Prayers for the Dead, and the 
like, how thele both 1n their own Natures, 
and as they are managed by thoſe that enter- 
tain them, do more Naturally tend to get Rt- 
ches, and maintain a ſecular Pomp and Gran- 
ceur, then to promote Piety in the lives of their 
Proteſlours, 

Thele are the Men, who parily by their 
Contrariety of Dodrine, partly by th-1r looſe 
Rules of Conſcience, partly by their frivolous 
Diſtin&tions and Evaftons have made many of 
the moſt weighty Duties of Chriſtianity of 
none effc&, 

And (ome of theſe Roman Dodrines, parti- 
cularly that of Diſobedience to,and Reſiſtance 
of lawful Authority , has beeu exattly co. 
py<d out by ſome, I cannot lay of our Com. | 
munion, thoſe I mean, of the Separation : | 
am no Friend tothe fixing of bad Names up- 
on any ſcrt of Men, yet this, I think, I may 
truly fay, that there is more real Popery, lo 
far as it is falſ* and dangerous, in this fingle 
Opinion of reſiſting of Authority, which 1s ſo 
much eſpouſed by ſome of our Separatifts, then 
there is in all the Innocent Ceremonies = 
TNoIte 
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thoſe cther things which have occafion'd fo 
many groundlels Chamours againſt the Charch 


of _— 2 

I this Dodtrine of Refiſtance is.too 
ugly to appear bare-faced in the World, and 
therefore. has always had fome ſpecious pre- 
tence or other, as the Gloxy of God; the Pu- 
ricy of Refigion, the Liberty of Conſcience, 
or the property of the Subject, and all theſe 
back'd with a great many of falſe and Fooliſh, 
Silly and d ous Diſtin&ions. 

Bur the moſt modern Mask that this Opini- 
on has appeared in of late, 1s this, that Non- 
Reſiſtance, fay they, was only a temporary 
Command, «Bin only for thoſe firft and 
primitive Ages of the Church, when Chriſti- 
ans ſuffered according to the Laws of the 
Country ; but the Caſe was much different in 
after Ages, when the Laws were in Favour of 
Religion, and Chriſtians perſecuted concrary 
to Law, | 

I ſhall not need to ſpeak much in Anfver to 
this Argument, the Weaknels and Falſenels of 
it being already fully and fufficiencly ſhown:by 
ſeveral Worthy Perſons. i | 

I ſhall only incimatecheſerwo things. r. To' 
ſay thar Paſſive Obedience was. only a Du- 
ty Iheumbent OO in the ll ans. 

0 
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of the Church, is an Aſſertion without the leaſt 
—_—_— or Evidence of Proof ; tor Scripture 

ks of Obedience to Authority as a Con- 
= indiſpenſable Duty of Chriſtianity,wich- 
out apy Reſtri&tion or Limication, as to time 
or place: and we muſt know that Scripture 
was incended as a Rule of Faith and Manners, 
not only: tothat particular time wherein it was 
writ, butalſoto all ſucceding Ages; and it 
woild be a great RefleQion upon the Scrip- 
Cure, as to the Pecrfeftion of it, if ir requir'd 
Non-Refiftance of Author ty only as atemporary 
Duty, and yet never in the leaſt to intimate, 
how long it ſhould continue thus, or how 
we ſhould know when the time was expi- 
red, or by what Rules and Meaſures we ſhou'd 
guide our ſclves, when things came to be 0. 
therwilc, 

I hope they will not fay that this is Coſus 
Omiſſus in Scripture, and 6 to be (up bed el- 
ther by the P.pi Additions, or Euthuſitick 

of later Ages, 

But in ſhort, theſe mens way of uing 
ſeems very much to reſemble that of Mr. Hobb's 
in another Caſe, of whom it is obſerv'd, that 
be Men worſe then they were, and from 
thence drew Principles to make them worſe, then 
_ they would be, That is, RR 
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ſervation of the General Depravation of Hu- 
mane Nature, and the Vicious Inclinations of 
moſt Men, hence he unwarily drew ſuch Con- 
clufions as theſe, that Violence and Oppreſlion, 
Selt-Prefervation and Intereſt, without any 
reſpect to any higher Principles, are the Prime 
and Fundamental DiQates of Nature and Rea- 
ſon 1n general, without ever diſtinguiſhing 
berwixt pure and corrupted Nature, or be- 
twixt Reaſon truly fo call'd, and that which 
is only the Dictate of inferior Senſe and Ap- 

Ire, 

So theſe Men from ſome irregular Proceed- 
ings, either falſely imputed co the Chriſtians 
about Fulian's time, or if truly, yet bur the 
Maſcarriages of ſome particular Men, yer from 
ſuch premiles as theſe, would draw fuch falſe 
and dangerous Conclufions, as ſhould juſtifie 
- and legitimate the like irregular Pradtiſes to all 
ſucceeding Ages. 

2. This Afertion has a very bad Influence 
upon ſeveral o:her Duries of Chriſtianity; for 
thus they argue, where there is any Variation 
of Circumſtances now, different from what was 
in the Apoſtles times, there that ceaſes to-be 2 
Duty now, which was one then, 1deny nor, 
but where the thing is in its own Nature mdif- 
ferenr, and the Reaſon-of the Obligation de- 
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$41pon the prelent Circuraſtances, there 
the Circumſtances being chang'd, the Gbli 
tion caſes ; bur «is not lo 1n his Cate, Obes 
dicnceto Magiſtrates is an Eternal Duty, and 
that which-the very Eflential Conſtitatzons and 
Principles of Governmentrequire of us, here 
the Variation of ſome tmaller Cincurmftances 
will not alter the-Nature ofthe thing, at itidid, 
we might-alio by the lame way of Arguing 
provc, that voluntary Charicy to the Poor now 
1s no Duty incumbent upon Chriſtians, this 
indeed, we may ſay, was a Duty in the firſt A- 
ges of the Church, becaule there were then.no 
Laws in Favour of the Poor, but their whole 
Subſiſtance depended -upon Vo!untaryContri- 
butions; but the caſe 1s tar otherwiſe now, agd 


theretorethis kind of Charity ceales new £0 be av. 


Duty; the weakne(sof this Argument. ] ſuppoſe 
eaſily appears 40 anyConſiderate Man ar 'ithe 
hcſt view:For tho' there 1s Provifion-now made 
jor che Poor -by<che Law, yet notwithſtanding 
there 18no Law, neither of Gad nor Man, -a- 
gainſt,Volunggry Charity tothe Poor ; So tho' 
the Laws, thanks beto God, be 1n Havour of 
ourReligion now, yetthereare no Laws, nei. 
ther of God nor Man, in the ilcaſt to 'encou- 
rage /Rebellian or Reſiſtance of lawtul > Aurho« 


zity for Religions lake, 
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2, We muſt Preach Chriſt Crucifie, both in 
:10a b lome Hereticks of Old, whortcll 
vs, that Chriſt did not really and truly luffer, 
bur in Appearance only, 1o ſubverting our 
Faich, and alſo to ſome later Enthuſiaſts of our 
own Age. Thelc leern to be oftended- upon the 
ſame Account that.the Jews were here in the 
Text, that is, at the plainneſsand fimpliciy 
af zhe Goſpel, thole Men think every thing 
Fooliſh, that has not ſomething of Myſtery 
and Enthufiaſn in it,, making all Religion 
ro.conliſt 4n airy Notions and nice Speculati- 
ons, theſe are che Religious Chymilts of the 
Aye, who-think they then only ſpeak nothing 
to the purpole, when they ſpeak {o a5 to be un- 
dorſtoad, makcing 1t their great hufjnels to 
jnvolve and intangle the ocherwile plain and 
caſic Dedtrines of Chriſtianity. Thele Men 
- pretend ro make Religion a tar, more profound 
and-myſterious thing, then God-ever made it ; 
and whenever any one Argues any thinz a- 
ainſt 'em according .to the beſt and true 
 exerif'm of Reaſan or Religion, they then 
only,return this Anſwer, That they-are Carnal 
and Natural Men, and.cheretorc cannot appre- 
head the:doup things of the Spiric of God ; 
but this! is-enly falſely to; interpret Scripcure, 
and \pooecdly to beg what chey ſhould Indo 
>. 
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"3. We muſt Preach Chriſt Crucified in Op. 
polnion to the Protane and Arheiſtical Perſons 
of the Age, who look upon all Religion in ge- 
neral as a ycry Fooliſh thing ; but more e ipe- 
cially are they offended at the Croſs of Chrift, . 
and think ir the higheſt pitch of tolly imagi- 
nable co calk of dying for the lake of Religion, 
Theſz are the Hobbiſts of the Age, who make 
Intereſt and S:1t-Preſervation the great and 
fundamental Principle of Reaſon and Religion, 
And theſe men ſtick not to tell us, that in 
Obedience to our own Dear Sovereign Self- 
Preſervaticn, \t is lawful in Words to deny c- 
ven Chriſt himſe!f before men, and then in 
Anſwer to that place of our Saviour, Whoerer 
denies me before men, bim will I deny befere myF as 
ther which i in Heaven, in Anſwer to this wy 
tell us, that whatever a Subjefi is forced to do, 
ſo that he do nat the thing on bis own accord, that 
is not bis Aftion, nor tobe imputed to Lim ;, but 
it is the Atiion of the Sovereign, and to be impu« 
ted to the laws of the Country. To this | an(wer, 
Fir't, That in times of Per/ecution, according 
cothis Interpretation, it is not poſſible for any 
bur a Sovereign to deny his Saviour, becaule.. 
all the Aftions of a Subje& in his cale are im- 
putable only to the Prince ; but this I look 
on as a very falſeand foolifh Afﬀertion, BY 


tar] 
the Subjet in this caſe may transfer the fault 
from himſelf ro the Prince, why may not the 
Prince by the ſame reaſon transfer it from him- 
ſelf upon the Laws , according to bis own 
wojd's, Fatlum illud ee Civitatis Fatium & 
Legibus Imputand/am : So that whereas Chriſts 
words threaten a Puniſhment upon ſome Per- 
ſon thus offending, the reſulc according to him 
will be only this, that tho'e Laws that deny 
Chriſt betore Men, Chiiſt will deny thoſe 
Laws before his Father, which is in Heaven : 
But this 15 ſuch a trifling with Scripture, as is 
unworthy of a Divine or a Philo'opher, Thus 
much for the firſt infer:nce. 

2. We Pr:ach Chriſt Crucified, to the Jews 
a Stumbling  Block,, &c. Hence | obſerve, 
that the unreaſonable oTence or ſcandal that 
ſome Men take at the performance of our Duty, 
1s no juſt Ground or Reaſon for us ro forbear 
the doirg of it; for we muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt a Scandal given, and a Scandal taken, we 
muſt not indeed give any ju't Occaſion of Of. 
fence to o:herz, 1n things that d 
upon our own Liberty, but if others will un- 
reaſonably take Offence at us in the Perform- 
ance of our Duty, that as we cannot help, fo 
muſt we not fo far take notice of ir, as to be dif 
obedient to_ the Lawftul Commands of our Su- 
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periouss, Wu Seng 
Equals, | 
T Henc* weare aug not tobeofeadediab 
the-.Crols of Chih, or to think the worle of our 
Religion by reaſon of the mean appearaned:&f 
Ks firſt Founder, the Holy: Feſus: This would $8 
fucha picce of Folly,: as it a condemned Pers 
ſon houd refuſe his Pardon, only becau it 
was not. brought him by one in ſplendid Ap 
rrel, or becauſe it was not weit Lon Golders 
CR Nor let us be offended. at the pions 
everities of the Chriſtian Inficution, as If Re- 
ligion went abour to build the Chriſtran upon 
rhe Ruines of the Man, and:that Mcritification 
was only. a more mild and gentle Word *for 
Martyrdom, whereas Religion requires 'no- 
thing of us, but what really tends to the Per- 
tetion of our Nature, to the good of Humane 
Soliety here, and the ficting and preparing us 
for the ſociety of Saints and Angels in Heaven; / 
whither God of his Infinite Mercy bring us all, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom withthe” 
Father and.the Holy Ghoſt, be a(crib'd all Ho- ! 
nour, Glory! and Praiſe both: now and - for 
evermare, . Amen, 1 
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